His Excellency

Oluyemi Adeniji

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Maputo Street, Zone 3, Wuse District

PMB 130

ABUJA – Federal Capital Territory

Your Excellency,

Already in September 2009 I turned to you and asked you to plead the cause for SULIAMON OLYFEMI from Nigeria, who was sentenced to death in Saudi-Arabia at the end of the year 2004.

Suliamon Olyfemi has always declared his innocence.

The trial in Saudi Arabia did not correspond to international standards for fair proceedings, because, Suliamon Olyfemi had no lawyer and no interpreter or translator and could not understand the trial, since he does not speak or write the Arabic language. Also he was previously forced to put his finger prints on documents in the Arabic language which were used in the trial.

Since the legal possibilities have now been exhausted, Suliamon Olyfemi is in danger of being executed.

Please contact the Saudi-Arabian authorities and plead for the commutation of the death sentence.

The human rights article Nr.3: “Everyone has the right to life ….” Applies to every person in every country.

For your information, I am enclosing a copy of my letter to King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, containing my appeal for the commutation of the death sentence.

Yours sincerely,

King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia

Office of His Majesty the King

Royal Court

RIYADH

Saudi – Arabien

Your Majesty,

In connection with the arrest of hundreds of Africans because of the death of a policeman in September 2002, SULIAMON OLYFEMI from Nigeria was also arrested.

Following his arrest, – he does not speak the Arabic language – he was forced to put his finger prints on documents in the Arabic language, without knowing what the documents stated. These documents were used in his trial.  

Suliamon Olyfemi has repeatedly declared his innocence. 

This was not a fair trial according to international standards because:

· Suliamon Olyfemi was forced to put his fingerprints on documents written in the Arabic language, without being able to read them himself.

· These documents were used in the trial.

· The trial was conducted in the Arabic language, without providing a translator for the accused.

· During the trial the accused had no lawyer to represent him.

At the end of the year 2004 Suliamon Olyfemi was sentenced to death. 

I appeal to your Majesty and ask you to plead against the enforcement of the death sentence and to approve of the commutation of the death sentence. 

I look forward with great interest to your wise decision in accordance with human rights. 

Yours respectfully,

